Effects development of end-user NHD templates - 
1) ArcGIS 9.3.1 was the last release to support CASE tools and the Import Schema Wizard functionality in the box. This aligns with Microsoft's position that Visio is not a recommended tool for UML design (http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ms379623.aspx). Because of Microsoft Visio’s move away from the UML standard, we can no longer support this functionality at the current level. In order to support customers need for this functionality at ArcGIS 9.4, this functionality will be available as samples on the Geodatabase Resource Center. Customers can also use the Geoprocessing modeling framework to implement their geodatabase data models. This change also impacts users of Rational Rose who use the UML tools to model Geodatabase schemas. Beyond ArcGIS 9.4, we continue to see a need for tools to diagram and define geodatabase schemas, and we will be looking at the best patterns and practices for supporting this in the future. 

Effects programming development - 
1) ArcGIS 9.3.1 was the last release supporting Microsoft Visual Basic 6 (VB6). Microsoft no longer supplies or supports VB6, and we can no longer support this development platform. Users who have custom functionality built using VB6 will need to rewrite their applications using a supported development language (e.g. VB.NET, C#) for their applications to be supported in 9.4. 

2) ArcGIS 9.3.1 was the last release supporting Microsoft Visual Studio 2005. We will no longer support Visual Studio 2005 at ArcGIS 9.4 due to Microsoft’s lack of support on this platform. We recommend that users use Visual Studio 2008 or higher. 

3) ArcGIS 9.4 will be the last release of Microsoft Visual Basic for Applications (VBA); we will no longer support VBA beyond the ArcGIS 9.4 release. Microsoft no longer promotes or updates VBA. ESRI strongly recommends that no further development occur on this platform. Beyond ArcGIS 9.4, ESRI will no longer be able to support VBA as a development platform. Users who have custom functionality built using VBA should actively plan strategies to rewrite their applications using a supported development language such as Python, VB.NET, or C# so their applications continue to be operational and supported in future releases of ArcGIS. 

4) The next major release after ArcGIS 9.4 will be the last planned release for ArcInfo Workstation on Windows, which will be the last supported platforms. Users will continue to be able to use their existing versions, but we will not release newer versions. 

Effects SDE Enterprise programming - 
1) ArcGIS 9.4 will be the last release of ArcInfo Workstation with support for ArcSDE; we will no longer support this functionality after ArcGIS 9.4. Based on support feedback we have learned, there are very few ArcInfo to ArcSDE connections in use anymore. 

These issues are going to have some major impacts on the NHD program, so I wanted pass this on in case you have not seen this document.
