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Paul, 
I've made the changes to the validation software so that if you modify the names of the flowlines the reachcode_comid record will be updated as well (even if there are geometry changes to the flowlines).  Below are the different update scenarios that I could think of and what will happen in each case: 
1) If you modify the GNIS names of all of the features with reachcode 'X' and don't modify the nhdreachcode_comid record then the name in the reachcode_comid record will be updated to match the name that's on the features. 
2) If you modify the GNIS names of all of the features with reachcode 'X' and change the geometry of 1 or more features and don't modify the nhdreachcode_comid record then the name in the reachcode_comid record will be updated to match the name that's on the features. 
3)  If you modify the name in the reachcode_comid record and don't modify the names in any of the features for that reachcode then the features will be updated with the new name in the reachcode_comid record. 
4)  If you modify the name in the reachcode_comid table  to 'X' and modify the feature names to 'Y' then the validation will update all of the name on the features to 'X' to match the reachcode_comid name. 
5)  If you modify some of the feature names but not all of them and you don't modify the name in the reachcode_comid table then the validation will fail. 
I've flagged the load queue programs to stop after they finish their current loads so that I can install this new release. 
The XML2PGDB validation did not need to change for this issue.  That vaildation doesn't push any names from flowlines back to the reachcode_comid table.  It only ensures that all of the names for the features are consistent.  It prevents the validation failure described in case 5 above. 
I will update the validation software so that if the names on on the flowlines are the same then the nhdreachcode_comid table will be updated to match.  This was the original design of the program and it still works this way IF you don't make any geometry modifications to the flowlines (only attribute updates).  If you make a geometry change then the ReachSMDate field in the reachcode_comid table gets updated.  Then the validation detects the change to the reachcode_comid table and pushes the GNIS attributes out to all of the flowlines.  (If you update a reachcode_comid record the GNIS attributes of all of the flowlines get updated to match the reach attributes.)  I'll get this issue fixed asap. 
Yes it is true that currently if the reachcode_comID name is Null that it will be updated to match the name in the flowline table.

You are correct.  If all of the flowlines for a given reachcode have the same GNIS id/name then the GNIS id/name in the nhdreachcode_comid table for that reachcode will be updated to match the flowlines (assuming there is no GNIS id/name in the nhdreachcode_comid table).  If the editors populate the GNIS id/name in the nhdreachcode_comid table then those attributes will be applied to all of the related features.  In other words if you create a new reachcode_comid record with GNIS attributes or modify the GNIS attributes of the nhdreachcode_comid record then the GNIS attributes of the reachcode will be applied to all of the related features.  If you only create/modify GNIS attributes on features then the reachcode_comid table will be updated with the feature's GNIS attributes.  This is done during the validation process.
